
The First Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends,  

This Sunday we keep as the First Sunday in Advent, a day that marks the end of the old Christian year and 
the beginning of a new one in our liturgical calendar. Just as when we come to the turn of the year in the 
secular calendar we inevitably look back and forward. For many 2020 has been a year of anxiety and 
uncertainty, for some illness and recovery, for others it has been a year of sadness and bereavement. For 
everyone it has been a time like nothing any of us have experienced in the past. We may all want to put it 
behind us.  

There are however lessons to be learnt in our national lives, in our communities in church and in our family 
life. Governments throughout the world have been criticised for their handling of the pandemic. Some have 
got things right more often than others perhaps but not always at the same time. No doubt history will judge 
but I have several times read how we could have been better prepared for what is happening now.  

We have had to adapt the way we shop, socialise, go to school or work. This has meant staying at home for 
so much time. How we use our days and evenings to cope with what we must achieve has bee n different for 
most. Talking on the phone to some of you who are ordinarily housebound it has shown me the rest of us 
have a lot to learn from you. In our recent firebreak we were prepared to know what it would be like because 
of what occurred in March.  

Our Church life has been radically different, not having normal services for weeks through Easter, then private 
prayer and now following strict regulations as to what we can do in worship. We wait to see what the coming 
months will bring. This season we start now is probably a good time to reflect on the past and to consider 
how we will face the future.  

There was much uncertainty and anxiety in the world as the people of Israel longed for the coming of the 
Messiah. There had been centuries of Prophets calling them to repentance and renewal to welcome their 
Saviour. As we are reminded throughout Advent the message of those holy men was not always heeded and 
the people strayed from God's path. At this time we remember that call to be open to Christ entering the 
human race for he came not in glory and triumph but to heal a troubled and fractured world. Our need for 
him is as great now as it ever was.  

So let us be prepared and ready to look forward to Christ's light in the darkness as we say our Advent prayers 
and sing on our doorsteps or in our homes our carols. Let us pray that his light may bring hope and salvation 
to all of his people.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


